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This course provides an introduction to the basic concepts of generative syntax and
morphology.

In this course we will learn how words group together to make phrases and sentences. Topics
include the classification of words, the order of words in phrases and sentences, the structure
of phrases and sentences, and the different sentence constructions that languages use.

An important goal of the course is to introduce students to the fundamentals of scientific,
particularly linguistic, argumentation.
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e Structure of words
e Parts of speech

¢ Phrase structure and transformations

(See the weekly plan on the back)
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There will be 3 homework assignments. These assignments must be handed in on time.

At the end of the class there will be a test.
Attendance and Homework 80%

Final Test 20%
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Assignments must be returned on time. Class attendance is also an important part of the
evaluation.
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Weekly Plan

Week 1 :
Week 2 :
Week 3 :
Week 4 :
Week 5 :
Week 6 :
Week 7 :
Week 8 :
Week 9 :

Week 10 :
Week 11 :
Week 12 :
Week 13 :
Week 14 :
Week 15 :

Introduction. The nature of words

Linguistic tests and parts of speech

Sentence vs. Clause; Category vs. Function, Subject & Predicate
Phrases; Modifier vs. Complement

Verbs and Auxiliaries

Verb-forms; Tense

Nouns and noun phrases; determiners
Prepositions and prepositional phrases
Subcategorization: Noun and PP complements
Sentential Complements

Structural Ambiguity (Part 1)

Structural Ambiguity (Part 2)

Word Structure

Adding words to the language

Final Test



